Hepatic tumor ablation: application in a community hospital setting.
Primary liver tumors are a common clinical problem in the United States and worldwide. Resection has historically been used to treat liver lesions. Commonly used liver-directed therapies include transarterial chemoembolization, selective internal radiation therapy, and ablative therapy. Only ablative therapy can cause direct destruction of the targeted tissue. The commercially available modalities in the United States are all based on thermoablative technology. This article examines the various ablative technologies and their application, as well as how these procedures can be performed safely and with optimal outcomes, in a community cancer center.